
UT-Dallas LGBTQ History 
Hangout!

Let’s Get to Know Some Texas Queer History!



Your hosts for tonight!

Leigh Pfe er
they/them

Host, History is Gay 
podcast

Aubree Calvin
she/her

Co-host, Southern 
Queeries podcast



Intro: History is Gay Podcast
History is Gay is a monthly podcast 
where two queer nerds use their passion 
for social justice, history, and storytelling 
to examine the overlooked and 
underappreciated queer ladies, gents, 
and gentle-enbies from the unexplored 
corners of history. Because history has 
never been as straight as you think.

@historyisgaypod

www.historyisgaypodcast.com

http://twitter.com/historyisgaypod
http://www.historyisgaypodcast.com


Intro: Southern Queeries Podcast

Southern Queeries is a bimonthly 
Texas based show that examines 
LGBTQ life in the southern United 
States. We focus on personal 
interviews with everyday people of all 
walks of life. Our current series looks 
at LGBTQ weddings. SQ is a two 
person operation consisting of India 
Bastien (she/her) and Aubree Calvin 
(she/her).

southernqueeries.com  

Instagram:@southernqueeries   

Twitter: @So_QueeriesPod

https://www.southernqueeries.com/
https://www.instagram.com/southernqueeries/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/so_queeriespod


Some significant points of Texas LGBTQ History!

1930s

1953

Gay Raid in 
Waco

First Dallas 
Pride 

“Parade”

1972

Lawrence 
v. Texas

Wagon 
Wheel 

Night Club

Gay 
Student 

Services v. 
Texas A.M.

Texas Bans 
Gay 

Marriage

2003

1977-1984 2005



Wagon Wheel Night Club, 1936-1939

Female impersonators revue night club in 
Houston, featuring Dave/Daisy Gold & his 
Female Impersonators of Distinction (or 
sometimes Gay Boy Revue)!

There were also other female impersonator 
clubs through texas, like The Torch K-9 Club in 
FW!



Wagon Wheel Night Club, 1936-1939

Some frequent stars: 

Dave/Daisy Gold

Murray Pickford, Mickey Dell, Dot Williams, 
Johnny Kaye, Lee Norre, Jean Lane, Golden 
Devine and Del Le Roy (“Texas’ Favorite 
Songster)!



Wagon Wheel Night Club, 1936-1939



Waco Gay “Convention” Raid, 1953



Waco Gay “Convention” Raid, 1953



First Dallas Pride March, 1972

June 24, 1972 a group of 
about 300 marched 
downtown in support of gay 
rights.



First Dallas Pride March, 1972

More of a protest than a march. With signs, banners, and chants, “Two, 
four, six, eight.  Gay is just as good as straight.” 



Gay Student Services v. Texas A&M, 1977-1984

1976 Student approached A&M 
about permission to form a full 
student organization. Goal was to 
be a service for students:

Providing information to 
students

Sponsoring external speakers

After 6 months of no action, the 
college denied their application. 



Gay Student Services v. Texas A&M, 1977-1984

GSS president Marco Roberts and David 
Kerr at the MDA Kissathon staged in Kyle 
Field in 1985. - Aggie Yearbook Photo



Lawrence v. Texas, 2003



Texas Bans Same-Sex Marriage, 2005
Proposition 2: Defines 
Marriage as a union between 
a man and a woman

Only 17% of registered voters 
showed up.

Yes: 76% - 1.7 million votes

No: 24% - 536 thousand votes



Some Historic Texas Gay Publications



Where are we at now? 
2019 Five women form the first Texas 
State Legislature LGBTQ Caucus

LGBTQ students still face issues 
related to dress code, bathrooms, 
harassment, etc. 

All large Texas cities have non-discrimation 
ordinances, but still no statewide law



Thanks everyone! Let the trivia begin!
You can contact us at:

Historyisgaypodcast@gmail.com

or

aubreecalvin@gmail.com 

mailto:Historyisgaypodcast@gmail.com
mailto:aubreecalvin@gmail.com

